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Between 2008 and 2017, author John Scalzi wrote fifteen books, became a New York Times bestselling author, and

won numerous awards, including the Hugo, the Locus and the Governor’s Award for the Arts in Ohio. He also had

book deals crater, lost more awards than he won, worried about his mortgage and health insurance, flubbed a few

deadlines, tried to be a decent parent and husband, and got into some arguments on the Internet, because, after all,

that’s what the Internet is for.

Scalzi wrote about it all—the highs and lows in the life of a working writer—and gave his readers, and other writers, a

glimpse of the day-to-day business of navigating a writing life in today’s world. Sometimes these essays offered

advice. Sometimes they commented on the practical business of publishing and selling books. Sometimes they

focused on the writing issues, arguments and personalities of the day. And sometimes, Scalzi reflected on his own

writing life and career, and what both meant in the larger scheme of things.

Don’t Live For Your Obituary is a curated selection of that decade of advice, commentary and observations on the

writing life, from one of the best-known science fiction authors working today. But more than that, it’s a portrait of

an era—ten years of drama, controversy and change in writing, speculative fiction and the world in general—from

someone who was there when it happened…and who had opinions about it all.

About John Scalzi

John Scalzi is the New York Times bestselling author of the Hugo Award-winning Redshirts, the Old Man’s War

series of books, The Dispatcher and many other works. He lives in Ohio with his family.
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