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When the people of Flint, Michigan, turned on their faucets in April 2014, the water pouring out was poisoned withWhen the people of Flint, Michigan, turned on their faucets in April 2014, the water pouring out was poisoned with

lead and other toxins.lead and other toxins.

Through a series of disastrous decisions, the state government had switched the city’s water supply to a source that

corroded Flint’s aging lead pipes. Complaints about the foul-smelling water were dismissed: the residents of Flint,

mostly poor and African American, were not seen as credible, even in matters of their own lives.

It took eighteen months of activism by city residents and a band of dogged outsiders to force the state to admit that

the water was poisonous. By that time, twelve people had died and Flint’s children had suffered irreparable harm.

The long battle for accountability and a humane response to this man-made disaster has only just begun.

In the first full account of this American tragedy, The Poisoned City recounts the gripping story of Flint’s poisoned

water through the people who caused it, suffered from it, and exposed it. It is a chronicle of one town, but could also

be about any American city, all made precarious by the neglect of infrastructure and the erosion of democratic

decision making. Places like Flint are set up to fail―and for the people who live and work in them, the consequences

can be fatal.

Amazon.com ReviewAmazon.com Review

An Amazon Best Book of July 2018:An Amazon Best Book of July 2018: Flint, Michigan, has become a byword for municipal failure. When the
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government switched the city's water source, residents started to complain that the water tasted strange and they

were growing ill. After repeated strong statements from the city and state claiming the water was just fine,

interspersed with perplexing boil-water alerts, residents finally took large-scale water testing into their own hands,

and a local hospital analyzed its patient data to prove that residents were suffering levels of lead poisoning at an

unheard-of scale. Detroit journalist Anna Clark deftly sets the stage for Flint's man-made disaster: the big drop in

population that affected the pipe infrastructure, Flint's financial emergencies, and the long history of sidelining

poor and African-American residents in Flint. As Flint's water failures cascade and the population continues to

sicken, Clark provides even-keeled reporting of the crisis even as the outrages pile up despite Michigan's attempts to

bury them. Those who also read A Civil Action by Jonathan Harr will wonder how we got to this point with bad water

yet again…and why, this time, it’s the government who is harming its citizens. The Poisoned City will open readers'

eyes to both the scary truth that most of our cities rely on equally weak water infrastructure and how a city's

residents can force others to listen. —Adrian Liang, Amazon Book Review
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