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The remarkable story of a couple who risked everything to open their home--and their hearts--to answer an

abandoned child's wish.

It was a small note buried in the file of a deeply troubled eleven-year-old boy--a plea for a normal life Rich and Sue

Miniter couldn't ignore:

The Things I Want MOST:

A family

A fishing pole

A familyThe Miniters heard in that simple note the voice of a frightened child who wanted what all children want

and need: someone to love who would love them in return.

So they brought Mike home to the cozy country inn they'd restored and managed in rural upstate New York. There,

over the next year, they would try to make Mike's dream come true. But first they would have to work through the

fear, anger, and distrust that accompanied this boy who had lived his whole life with the label "severely emotionally

disturbed." For the biggest obstacle to Mike's happiness was Mike himself, who gave the Miniters every reason to give

up but one--the power of love.

When Richard and Sue Miniter decided to open their home--and their hearts--to a foster child, they couldn't
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imagine the frustrations and joys, the breakthroughs and setbacks, not to mention the emotional toll, that awaited

them. Here is the remarkable true story of how their lives changed forever with their decision to answer an

abandoned child's wish for THE THINGS I WANT MOST. -->

From the Trade Paperback edition.

Amazon.com ReviewAmazon.com Review

A straightforward story of a troubled foster son and his family, The Things I Want Most shows just how much

persistence can pay off when it comes to family relationships. Funny, alarming, encouraging, and always honest, the

book covers Mike's first year with his large foster family and all the struggles the family went through to make him

feel both welcome. His needs and frustrations are central to the book, as are his parents' creative--and often

desperate--solutions. There's a lot to think about here, including what makes a real family and how to achieve open

communication in any group of people. Told through a combination of standard narrative and conversational

snippets, this is a quick and engrossing read that any parent can relate to. But for anyone interested in becoming a

foster parent, the book should be required reading: the first-hand accounts will provide all kinds of valuable insights

into the special concerns of this kind of parenting. With an epilogue rounding out the past with a brief mention of

family members' current activities, you'll feel like you spent the day getting to know a neighbor--and being

pleasantly surprised with some of life's happy endings. --Jill Lightner
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It was a small note buried in the file of a deeply troubled eleven-year-old boy--a plea for a normal life Rich and Sue

Miniter couldn't ignore:
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A familyThe Miniters heard in that simple note the voice of a frightened child who wanted what all children want

and need: someone to love who would love them in return.

So they brought Mike home to the cozy country inn they'd restored and managed in rural upstate New York. There,

over the next year, they would try to make Mike's dream come true. But first they would have to work through the

fear, anger, and distrust that accompanied this boy who had lived his whole life with the label "severely emotionally

disturbed." For the biggest obstacle to Mike's happiness was Mike himself, who gave the Miniters every reason to give

up but one--the power of love.

When Richard and Sue Miniter decided to open their home--and their hearts--to a foster child, they couldn't

imagine the frustrations and joys, the breakthroughs and setbacks, not to mention the emotional toll, that awaited

them. Here is the remarkable true story of how their lives changed forever with their decision to answer an

abandoned child's wish for THE THINGS I WANT MOST. -->
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